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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

Offer good Monday-Thursday only 
Offer expires September 26, 2019 ~ Additional restrictions apply 

Call for reservations (706) 745-5252 

1 hour guided trail rides 

$25 
with this ad 

Trail Rides at Trackrock 
Summer Horse Ride Special 

www.Trackrock.com 

706•400•2988

Trust
    Integrity
        Guidance

Taylor Insurance Group

WE DO WHAT
OTHERS
PROMISE

Tom Taylor
YOUR LICENSED LOCAL AGENT

Medicare
Advantage Plans
Supplements, Life,

Under 65 Health Plans,
Dental

770-298-9161 ph/text
1-706-400-5754 Fax

tom@tomtaylorinsurancegroup.com

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Tom Martin
90 Madeline Way, Blairsville, GA 30512

Tom’s Truck & Auto
706-971-9313

Gas & Diesel Engines
General & Major Repairs

ASE Master Diesel Technician
Specializing in FORD Powerstrokes 

& All F-Series Trucks

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478 

Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation

Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”

Serving North Georgia since 1997 • Insured
Call 706-781-1806

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~ 
Forming through Finishing, House Slabs, 

Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped 
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work! 

Big Jobs and Small Jobs!

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

706-897-4909

Randolph Jones
            Grading

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator, 
Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic 

Tank Repair & Install 
Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

We Make Buying Easy!
Ford • Hayesville, NC • 888.342.2282 • Chevrolet, GMC, Buick •Murphy, NC • 888.614.8960
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram • Hayesville, NC • 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC • 828.369.5003 jackyjones.net

LICENSED AND INSURED
SALES, SERVICE, INSTALL

SOUTHERN HVAC, LLC

706-400-2574
HEATING & COOLING 

SPECIALIST

ACS GRADING
& EXCAVATING

706-897-0411

Grading, Dump Truck, Gravel, 
Dirt, Driveways, Underbrushing, 

Lot Clearing, Water Lines, Basements
No Job Too Small - FREE Estimates

Locally Owned & Operated

Vintage - Antique - Unique
Seasons Inn Plaza ~ 94 Town Square Plaza ~ 706-530-5005
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Indian Summer...from Page 1A

of it, the Woody Gap Sports 
Club became an incorporated 
entity, and they took it over,” 
Knight said. “The Indian Summer 
Festival happens for the school 
and for its students, but it’s not 
the school actually doing it.

“The school participates 
and provides the venue, but these 
folks who are the leadership of the 
Sports Club are the people who 
make this happen. The success of 
the Indian Summer Festival has 
enabled the Sports Club to branch 
out and do more than just support 
the athletic programs.”

Knight said the Sports 
Club’s  expanded purview 
includes support for academic 
excellence, scholarships, field 
trips, and school supplies that 
benefit and meet the needs of 
students in Suches.

“Suches is  the name 
of a Cherokee chief, and our 
elementary students every year 
put on the ‘Cherokee Drama,’” 
said Knight.

For the drama, students 
don handmade costumes and 
in ter twine  Cherokee  s ign 
language and lore, which Knight 
said was a great way to teach the 
students their local history and, 
for some, their heritage, which 
should never be forgotten.

Woody Gap Sports Club, 
Inc. President Larry Wood said 
that there is heritage and local 
history behind the naming of the 
festival, as well.

According to Wood, long 
before the first settlers arrived, 
Indian Summer was when the 
Cherokee Indians of the North 
Georgia Mountains harvested 
their summer crops. 

As usual, the festival will 
feature a great number of crafts, 
T-shirts and caps, an assortment 
of sweets like funnel cake, as well 
as haircuts, a Country Square 
Dance at 8 p.m. in the Suches 
Community Center, plus plenty 
of live music, including the 
renowned Woody Gap Band of 
Steel.

“ T h e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
schedule is a big draw,” Knight 
said. “The coaches will put on 
an auction that people very much 
enjoy, and Larry is the auctioneer. 
Of course, another big draw is 
Larry’s brother, Jerry, does the 
barbecue. And the teachers have 
a booth with hamburgers and 
hot dogs.”

Then there are the famous 
pies made by the Gaddistown 
Homemakers Club,  whose 
members will have a variety of 
homemade pies available for 
sale that will be made fresh in 
the Woody Gap School kitchen 
– pumpkin, pecan, apple and 
brownie pies, to name a few.

“We just  love to f ix 
them up,” said Gaddistown 
Homemakers Club President 
Dena Gooch, adding that a lot of 
people buy them and freeze them 
for the upcoming Thanksgiving 
and Christmas holidays.

Wood said there are still 
a few vendor spots open and 
volunteers needed as well, so 
anyone interested should contact 
him at 706-973-0289. The vendor 
fees are very reasonable, and all 
surplus money goes to benefit the 
students of Woody Gap School.

The  f ami ly - f r i end ly 
festival will run from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. both days this weekend, 

and it will kick off with the 21st 
consecutive “Run Above the 
Clouds” 5K and 10K fundraiser 
races, set to begin at 8:30 a.m. on 
Oct. 5 in Suches.

The Run Above the Clouds 
10K race is Georgia’s highest 
10K road race at 2,792 feet above 
sea level. There are higher trail 
races, but no higher road races 
in Georgia.

Woody Gap School is 
Georgia’s smallest and only 
K-12 public school, and the Run 
Above the Clouds event is put 
on solely to provide need-based 
scholarships for Woody Gap 
students.

Race sponsors include 
local businesses and individuals, 
and 100% of sponsor money goes 
toward scholarships for Woody 
Gap seniors and graduates to help 
further their college careers.

Runners receive awards 
for first and second place finishes 
in eight age categories, both 
male and female, for both the 5K 
and 10K races. The awards are 
handmade by local crafters, and 
acceptance of these awards is a 
hallmark of the event.

Online registration for 
the races will be available until 
midnight on Thursday, Oct. 3. 
Onsite registration will begin on 
Friday, Oct. 4, from 6 a.m. to 8 
p.m., and on the day of the race, 
Saturday, Oct. 5, from 7-8 a.m.

Just  over 70 runners 
registered three years ago. Then, 
there were 113 runners in 2017. 
Last year, 180 people ran. And 
by press time, over 100 folks 
had registered for the 2019 Run 
Above the Clouds, with many 
more expected.

Students with the Local Studies Market selling fried apple pies and boiled p-nuts during a past 
Indian Summer Festival.                    Photo by Lowell Nicholson


